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S ma l l  Bus i ness  o f  t he  Yea r  H ono rees  f r o m l e f t  t o  r i gh t :  E l me r  Pe re z  o f  

Fuen te  D e l  Buen  Gus to  Bak e ry ;  Tho ma s  E .  G r i eb ,  Ow ne r  and  To m D o l an ,  

P res i den t  o f  C ase  Po rk  R o l l ;  T .C .  N e l s on  o f  T r en ton  Soc i a l  

Fuen te  D e l  B uen  Gus to  B aker y:  Mo s t  Im p ro ved  Appea rance  

 

Fuen te  D e l  Buen  Gus to —o r  the  “S ou r ce  o f  good  ta s te ”  ha s  a r r i ved  i n  

T ren ton ’ s  C ham ber sbu rg  se c t i on  o f  t o wn  and  i s  w i nn i n g  o ve r  m an y  i n  the  

com m un i t y .  

The  ha rd  wo rk  o f  en t r ep r eneu rs  E l m er  Pe re z  an d  E l i a s  R am i r e z  i s  re f l ec ted  

i n  the  sm i l es  and  l i ne s  o f  p a t ron s  be i ng  se r ve d  au then t i c  G ua tem a l an  

sp ec i a l t i es  se ven  da ys  o f  t he  week  a t  Fuen te  D e l  Buen  Gus to .  A f t e r  



pe r f ec t i ng  the i r  r e c i pe  f o r  ques ad i l l a  b rea d  i n  a  p i zza  k i t chen  i n  H am i l t on ,  

t he  pa r tne rs  dec i d ed  to  b ranch  ou t  on  the i r  o wn  and  f i nd  an  en v i ronm en t  

w he re  t he y  cou l d  expa nd  ope ra t i ons  and  se r ve  the i r  com mun i t y .  

The y  f o und  a  pe r f ec t  l oca t i on  i n  a  f o rme r  I t a l i a n  ea te r y  a t  70 1  W h i t tak e r  

P l ace .  O ve r  th e  cou r se  o f  a  yea r  the  pa r t ne r s  wo rk ed  w i th  de ve l ope r  Ka r en  

W i l k i nson ,  T ren to n  a rch i tec t  Todd  Ge te r ,  a nd  l oca l  con t rac t o rs  to  m ak e  the i r  

d ream  com e  t rue .  Ac co rd i ng  t o  W i l k i nson ,  “C ham bersb u rg  i s  hom e  to  m an y  

f am i l i es  and  con t rac to rs  who  a re  ou t  t he  doo r  b y  5  am  and  ne ed  a  p l ace  

t o  bu y  b reak f as t  and  tak e  a wa y  l u nch .  Fuen te  D e l  Buen  Gus to  ha s  

r e v i ta l i zed  n o t  o n l y  a  wonde r f u l  bu i l d i ng  bu t  a  com m un i t y .  W e  canno t  be  

m ore  e xc i ted ”  T he  bu i l d i ng  h as  a  m en ’ s  ha i r  sa l on  C i t y  S t y l e z  a s  we l l .  Fo r  

m ore  i n f o rm a t i o n  p lea se  v i s i t  t hem  a t  701  W h i t tak e r  o r  on l i ne  

a t ww w . f uen ted e l buen g us to .com .  

T ren ton  Soc ia l :  Mos t  Succ ess f u l  N ew  Bus i n ess  

 

I n  2011 ,  T ren ton  Soc i a l  op ened  i t s  doo rs  an d  i n s tan t l y  becam e  a  ga the r i ng  

p l a ce  f o r  t he  ca p i ta l  c i t y .  A r t i s t s ,  com mun i t y  l ea de r s ,  p o l i t i c i a ns ,  m us i c i ans ,  

a th l e tes ,  an d  f o od i es  ge t  t oge the r  a t  t ab l e s  i n  the  d i n i ng  room ,  a nd  nex t  t o  

ea ch  o the r  a t  t he  ba r .  T h i s  i s  wh e re  g rea t  co nnec t i ons  a re  m a de  o ve r  

co ck ta i l s  and  a  m ea l .  

W hen  i t  com es  to  c rea t i ng  a nd  ru nn i ng  su cces s f u l  casua l  d i n i ng  c oncep ts  i n  

t he  c i t y  o f  T r en ton ,  T .C .  N e l son  h as  sk i l l ,  expe r i enc e ,  a nd  the  l u ck  o f  t h e  

I r i sh  on  h i s  s i de .  A l on g  w i th  h i s  s i s te r  an d  b ro the r ,  he  de ve l op ed ,  own ed  

an d  o pe r a t ed  t he  o r i g i na l  T ren ton  Bage l  un t i l  2003  -  and  s i m u l ta neous l y  ran  

a  bu s t l i n g  ca f e  a t  t he  N J  S t a t e  Muse um .  A f te r  wo rk i ng  i n  f i nan ce  f o r  a  f e w  

ye a rs  f o l l o w i ng  the  sa l e  o f  t ho se  bus i nes ses ,  N e l son  was  rea d y  t o  re tu rn  to  

t he  ca p i ta l  c i t y ,  r o l l  up  h i s  s l ee ves ,  and  open  a  b a r / res tau ran t  t ha t  w ou l d  

se r ve  a s  a  T ren to n ’ s  ga th e r i ng  p l ace .  I n  l a te  i n  2010 ,  he  se t  h i s  s i g h t s  se t  
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on  44 9  S ou t h  B road  S t ree t ,  ha v i ng  had  a  v i s i on  f o r  t he  sp ace  f o r  yea rs .  

N e l son ’ s  l ong t i m e  f r i end  a nd  p r ope r t y  ow ne r ,  R o l an d  Po t t ,  i s sued  h i m  a  

ch a l l enge  . . . and  he  i m m ed i a te l y  a ccep ted .  W i th i n  da ys ,  N e l so n  and  h i s  

f i anc ée ,  L eanna ,  cam e  up  w i th  the  nam e  T ren ton  Soc i a l  . . .  an d  i n  j u s t  t h ree  

m on ths ,  doo rs  opened  to  the  pub l i c .  T ren ton  So c i a l ’ s  ann i ve rsa r y  i s  

ce l eb r a te d  i n  s t y l e  e ve r y  S t .  Pa t r i c k ’ s  D a y .  N e l son  i s  respon s i b l e  f o r  t he  

da i l y  o pe r a t i ons  and  en te r ta i nm en t  book i ngs  a t  T ren ton  Soc i a l .  

C ase  Por k  R o l l :  Sm a l l  Bu s i ness  o f  t he  Yea r  

 

I n  1870  when  Geo rge  W ash i ng ton  C ase ,  a  f a rm e r  and  bu tche r  i n  Be l l e  Mead ,  

N e w Je r se y ,  bega n  se l l i n g  a  po rk  ro l l  he  m ade  f rom  h i s  o wn  sp ec i a l  r ec i pe ,  

he  ne ve r  expec te d  tha t  peo p l e  a l l  o v e r  t he  co un t r y  wou l d  one  da y  be  

c l am o r i ng  f o r  h i s  p rod uc t .  N o r  d i d  he  exp ec t  t h a t  t he  sm a l l  bus i ness  

( o r i g i na l l y  ca l l ed  The  C ase  Po rk  Pack  C o . )  he  began  a t  h i s  f a rm  wou l d  

be com e  the  th r i v i ng  en te rp r i se  tha t  t oda y  i s  k no wn  as  the  C ase  Po rk  R o l l  

C om pan y .  N o t e d  f a c t s :  The  o r i g i na l  C ase ’ s  Po rk  Pack  was  f r esh l y  g a rn i shed  

i n  co rn  hu sk s  as  i t s  o r i g i na l  pack ag i ng .  Yea rs  l a te r ,  t he  h i ck o r y  sm ok ed ,  

va cuum ed  sea l ed  pack ag i ng  was  ap p l i ed  f o r  t ha t  g re a t  t as t e  k nown  toda y  as  

C ase ’ s  Po rk  R o l l .  

W el com e  to  the  hom e  o f  C ase ’ s  P o rk  R o l l ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  “ Je rse y ”  ham .  I t  has  

be en  o ve r  140  yea rs  s i n ce  C ase ’ s  o l d - f as h i oned ,  h i ck o r y -sm ok ed  po rk  ro l l  

be cam e  a  f a vo r i t e  m ea t  p ro duc t  i n  N ew  Je rse y  hom es .  The  sam e  sec re t  

se ason i ng  i s  u sed  tod a y ,  p l us  m ode rn  p roce sses  o f  t ende r i ng ,  f i l t e re d  

sm ok i ng  an d  f l a vo r - se a l i ng .  Ap p ro ved  by  t he  U .S .  D ep t .  o f  Ag r i cu l tu re .  T he  

t as t y  t i m e -ho no r ed  r ec i pe  ha s  p r o ven  i t s  s tea d f as t  goodn ess  th rough  s i x  

ge ne ra t i o ns  o f  t h e  C ase  f am i l y .  

 


